The Epiſtle of 


the kamous and great clerke Philip 
Melanctoy made vnto oure late Hone? 
re ane loꝛde Nynge Henry the epatht, 
ſoꝛ th: reuokynge and abolpſhynge 
of the ſix Artyclea, ſet foꝛth and 
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Philip Melanctoy, 
Oſte famous, and noble Rynge there 
were certayne Pagan Emperours of 
Nome. as A dꝛianus Pius, and after 
warde Harrus and Marke (beynge bꝛethꝛey) 
whiche not onely receyued fauozably the de; 
fences. of the chꝛiſtians, but alſo they were of 
ſo great valure with thoſe moderate princes, 
that they ſwaged their wiath agaynſt the chꝛiſ 
tyans, and therby obteyned the aſwagyng of 
the yꝛ cruell decrees, whiche they had made a7 
gaynſt them. 

Therefore ſeynge there is a decree putte 
fo:th in your hyghnes realme of Englande 
agaynſt the godlye docttyne ( whiche is nede! 
full to the churche ) whiche we pꝛofeſſe. J beſe⸗ 
che your grace and moſte honoꝛable maieſtie 
both to rede and heare this oute complaynte 
gently . Specially ſeynge J haue entended 
to wꝛyte theſe thynges vnto por; , not onely 
fo: my ſake, but rather foꝛ the ſanegarde of 
the churche. 

Joꝛ aſmoche therfoze as thoſe heathen 
pꝛinces dyd admptte, aud allow the defences 
of the chꝛyſtyans, howe moche moꝛe is it bez 
ſemyng foz a kynge ofthe chꝛiſten profeſſion, 
and one that is occupied in the ſtudie of holys 
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Dy tip Melanctoy: 
Dy the moꝛowe after(the matter bep/ife bot 


fet ſhewed vnto them @ better pondered there 
was a decree made contrary, whiche was that 
the Pap heron ſhulde not ſtretche vn! all, 
but that a fewe whiche were the cau of e 
foꝛſakynge ſzulde be punpſhed 00 the -ccptie 
ſaued. Thetfoꝛe was! e „get ſhyp 


whiche was commaun d dome: hots chat 
myght come before th. duner rſh; b t all 
ſo happened. 


This Cytie of Athen. „which ge nerned 
farte and wpde , was ne aſhamed to tcedzeſſe 
openly thep1 fe Former? decree, there ate manp ex 
amples of this kynde,whereof I doubt not s 
great part are nowen to pour grace. And as 
concernynce the churche .p: ynces haue vetye 

often tymes redꝛeſſed e 26 Nabu 
chodonoſar and Darius dyd , there wan 3 de 
cree putte [03 hc it 2 Jſuer [13 Name concert: 
ah, the 8 velynge of Fette © 1 ewes „the ſame 
as afteriy warde called ag. ayne And ſo 6pd 
Auf 576 f Anchonie tes 1ofſe the pꝛ Mews: 
Althou 16 thorefozc there be a dectee ma 

ande (wziche thꝛeate: getg punyf x; 
att ge 7 from the en ſtome of the true 
om Canon lawes) vet 7 thought 
A. f t 
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To kynge Henry the epghe., 

it lawfull foz vs to deſpꝛe, that this crueltye 
come not. And in that thynge Jam not 
onely moued with the ieopardye of them that 
ate of our opynioy. but alſo J am ſoꝛye that 
yon are às it were the ſeruaunt of other mens 
crueltie @ wyckydneſſe. J am ſoꝛp that Chꝛiſ⸗ 
kes doctryne is excluded , and that naughtye 
cuſtomes are ſtablyſhed, and lechery @ baudzp 
ſtrengthened and ap:oned . J heare ſaye that 
certapne excellent mey in learnyng and god; 
zynes, as Catpmer @ others are kept in pꝛyſõ 
foz not conſentyng vnto that is decreed. Nu⸗ 
t9 0904) wyſhe a ſtrength of mynde wor 
thye for chꝛyſttans for although there can no⸗ 
£Dvng happen vnto them better oꝛ moꝛe gloꝛy 
ous,they to ſuffre death in ſo playne a cöfeſſi 
on fo; the truthe: pet Þ wolde not haue pour 
gtace to be ſpyncled with blode of ſuche men. 
I wolde not haue theſe lanternes of lyghte 
to be quenched. noꝛ place gyuen to the vngod 
iy, and pharpſcicall hatred of the enemyes of 
£Z1ift.J wolde not haue a pleaſute g puen fo 
the Rompſhe antecriſt whiche reioyſeth at the 
herte that your grace nowe beateth harnee ſo; 
hym agaynſt vo, and hopeth that he ſhall tho: 
rowe the hyſhoppes labourt at length. ſone te: 
goner 


Philip elauctoy. 
esuerthe e which he was thruſt 
7 your honeſte and godly concet'es. He ſeeh 
that the Byſhoppes cru place to youre tzra⸗ 
bl wyll and pleaſure 2 a ſeaſoh „bat with 
mynde and een couenaunt the y Le iop 
ned ſtyll with the Romy ſhel byſhoppe. 
ä The Nompfhe 1576 54 nowe theſe wyles 
| they haue befoze this tyme wieſeſed oute of 
many moſte ſoꝛe tempeſtee with ta ping id 
deferynge,they haue a remembꝛaunce of 1516 
tyme.and of the ſondꝛye lavoure of the choit: 
geable wozide whiche hath bꝛoughe many hi. 
ges to a better paſſe. 
| There ate many good and leatned maß in 
| Sermanie whiche conceyued anh hope £3; it 
ſynilde come to paſ 3 es your 3 authorytic 


| Aus of crueltie achyng⸗ nok mete 11 80 ters 


pꝛynces , > to take adelpberation fo: redzeſſe 
of ctr outs. And of this moſte holy and godly 
coũſel thep determpned t! bj pour grace ſguld 


6 be the e tynge leadet and beg gynnyng, but 339% F 
| by your foꝛſayeò pꝛoctadynges we hauc take i" 
#10: ale wounde, fo; fi; che Wath of other yi, i | 
ges is hereby ronſyun ed „the frowardnes of 
; the vngodlyc is erercaſes » And great 065 Fe; 
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To Rynge hen the evethe. 
cours are ſtablyſhed . Hut the byſhoppes vn 
donbtedipe affyꝛme that they defende not cr! 
routs, but true ſentences a the lawe of God 
although they knowe the ſame to be contrary 
to the Fawe of Sod and to repugne to the a: 
poſtolike churche . pet notwithſtandyng theſe 
ct aftie matchauntes cay nowe fynde goodlie 
entetpꝛetatyoh, a( as Eurypides calleth the) 
craft ie oyntmẽtes and medycynes to blynde 
mennes eyes with all, c whiche after the out; 
warde ſypne ſeme to eſchewe errours , fraude, 
and abuſes, whiche dece ue the rpghte indge⸗ 
ment. 

This ſophiſtrie hath now not onely a great 
name of wyſdome ih Englande , but alſo at 
Nome it beareth a great rule, where as Zarois 
gall Coutatanus, Hodoletus and Nepnolde 
Mole paynte abuſes with new coũterfeyte co 
cuts. In douche lande alſo doth this ſophiſ⸗ 
trie make worſe the myndes of many. whers 
foꝛe I do not merneple greatly that many be 
17 Englande, moued by ſuche bewitched crafs 
tie petſuations, although they lacke neither le 
arnyng noꝛ Judgement. Foꝛ ſomtyme wyſe 
men are led from the truth with goꝛgeus per! 
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Phylip Melanctoy. 
ſed „whiche was of famplyer acquentannce 
with the moſte excellent mey of his age as 
Themyſtucles and others, that is, an oppnid 
doth often wꝛonge vnto the truth, and often 
is a wionge opynioh moꝛe appatant then the 
truth, whiche thynge chiefly hapeneth in the 
ſtryfts of relygion, where the denyll dyſfacp! 
oneth hym ſelfe into an angell of lyght , and 
garnyſheth falſe opynions with all fayned co 
lours poſſpble . Howe fette is the cauyllation 
of that heretyke Samoſatenus vpõ the Hof: 
pell of ſaint Ihon , in the begynnyng was the 
woꝛde. gc. yet it is full of vngodlynes, but J 
leaue nowe exemples of other mey. 
pes in the verie decree made in your parls⸗ 
ment howe many thynges be put ſophyſtical: 
ly and craftely. as auryculer confeſſion(ſapth 
the artycle ) is nedefull to be kept, why doth it 
not playnly ſaye that the nübꝛyng of ſynnes 
ty confeſſnoy is nedefull by the lawe of God 
the byſſhoppes knewe well, that this ſentence 
is falſe. Tberfoze are the woꝛdes put general/ 
ly in the acte that there myght a myſte be caſt 
be foꝛe the peoples eyes, whiche is as whẽ they 
ſape generally confeſſpoy is nedefull by the 
Lawe of Sod. BY £yke 
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To kynge Henry the epght. 
Eyke bewytched poyntes are 1 the artycle 
of the pꝛynie maſſes althoughe this be openly 
falſe, that it is nedefull to holde and kepe pꝛy⸗ 
nie Maſſes. Foz who thoughte ſo . moze they 
foure hundꝛeth yeres after ? Apoſtles, whey 
there were no pꝛyuye maſſes at all. but after ĩ 
the ſame artycle doth folowe aſophyſme , as 
where they ſay that the people myght receyue 


adde they not what comfoꝛtes , and what be / 
nefites? The biſhoppes name not to what en⸗ 
de the merytes of the pꝛyuie maſſes ſhulde be 
applyed, bycauſe they know that it can not be 
defended and ſo they play c mocke with woz 
des that they maye ſlyppe out of the applica; 
tion pf it be diſpꝛayſed e yet wyll they haue 
che applicatis of the pꝛiuie maſſes vnderſtãd 
of the people, they wyll haue this Idolatroue 
perſuaſion confirmed, and that this ſacrifice 
deſerueth rempſſion of ſynne , of paͤine @ pu⸗ 
nyſhment. and the aſwagemẽt of all ſoꝛowes 
beſides that lucre and gaine iy bpinge and ſel, 
linge. c what ſo euer mannes carefulnes hath 
Imagined. 

A lykeſophyſtrie is it as whey they ſaye 5 
the wedlocke of pꝛeeſtes is agaynſt the worde 
0 
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Phylip qpelanefoy: 
of Sod, they not vnknowynge Þ playn text 
of Paule ſaying a byſhop muſt be fautles the 
huſbande of one wyfe. wherfoꝛe they knowe þ 
wedlocke is graũted vnto pꝛieſtes by the lawe 
of god. but becauſe they ſay nowe that avowe 
is added. they mocke with woꝛd e., for they ſap 
not onely that the wedlocke is lette with the 
vow but they put thep: article plainelp ſaieng 
that wedlocke of pꝛieſtes doth repugne to the 
worde of god. Beſyde that what ſhamfulnes 
and tyꝛannie adde they whey they cõmaunde 
the to be kylled that wyll not bꝛeake theyꝛ wed 
locke e parte from thep: wyues , where as yet 
the vowe of pꝛieſtes yf that thert wete any, oꝛ 
pf it were of valure doth onely ſo farre oblige 
and bynde the that they abyde not iy the my 
nyſtration of pꝛieſthod in caſe that they ſhuld 
mary wynes . This is the meanynge of the 
counſels @ of the Canon lawee as it is plapy 
and manpfeſt. 

D ſhameles Byſhoppes, and O wyckhed 
Stephiy Sardynet byſhoppe of wpacheker, 
whiche thynketh thus to deceyue the eyes of 
chzyſtey people, and the iudgement of all the 
godly the whole woꝛlde thoꝛowe . By theſe c6/ 
terfeite and decepuable colours theſe thynges 
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To kynge Henry the eyght. 
haue I reherſed + theyꝛ ſophyſttie ſpyed oute 
pour grace may iudge of the wyll e mynde of 
the byſhoppes and of theyꝛ councels „ foꝛ yf 
that they wyllingly e hertely ſonght the truth 
they wolde not vſe ſuche Judglynges g coi; 
terfepte colours . Foz ſophyſtrye is a bonde 
thynge and woꝛthye of hate iy this g all other 
matters, and chyeflye to be eſchewed, ( fled 
in relygion, foꝛ that it is moſte great wycked⸗ 
neſſe to rent > defyle heauenly ſapnges. And 
therfoꝛe hath the deuyll his name of this craft 
foz by fraudfull cauylatiòs and bewitchynge 
pꝛanckes he plucketh the worde of God from 

men. 
why do not theſe byſgoppes plainly cöfeſſe 
that they wyll ſuffre none amendemet of doc: 
tryne e true ſeruice of Hod:bycauſe it ſhulde 
beſpotte theyꝛ dygnyties, rytches g pleaſurs. 
why do not the other whiche haue appꝛoued 
thepz doynges and decrees playnely ſaye that 
they kepe them foꝛ the vſage of the churche ,*< 
that foꝛ pꝛofytes ſake tranquilytie and come: 
lyneſſeꝛ to graunte and confeſſe this thyng it 
were playnes > no croked matter. But nowe 
whyle as they fayne the ſtudye and deſyꝛe of 
the trueth @ godlynes vnder that pꝛetẽce they 
| do 


Þ 
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Phylip Melanckoy. 
do but fayne folyſhe and vayne ſophyſmes ts 
cloke theyꝛ peruerſed wyll c mynde @ yet not 
the leſſe theyꝛ wyll is made manyfeſte, ſo that 
theyꝛ Sophyſmes do not hyde theyꝛ errours, 
foꝛ doubtles the artycles iy this decree, are 
by and vngodlie, howe goodlye ſoeuer they 

e ſette foꝛthe. wherfoꝛe it is to be deſyred 
that the Byſhoppes remembte the heanenly 
thꝛeate iy the pꝛophet Eſaye, whiche is wo be 
vnto pou that make wycked lawes, what wyll 
pou do ty the dap of vyſytatioh and myſerye 
to come, and wo be vnto you that ſaye that eg 
uyll is good. 

Nowe J come therfoze vnto the very ſelfe 
thynges. It can not be denyed but that there 
was contynuall and hoꝛtyble darkenes ty the 
churche, fox mẽnes tradytions were not one! 
ly mertyꝛdomes of godly cõſcyẽces, but they 
were alſo reputed the true ſeruyce of God, 
whiche thyng is yet moche moꝛe vnwoꝛthy to 
be hearde , ſeynge alſo they were manyfolde 
fautie, fox there were vowes made gyftes Cy 
uen to churches, clothynge and dyſgyſynge, 
choyſe of meates, mumblynge and pattryng 
of pꝛapets, pardones, honowꝛynge Images 
faintes were wozſhppped with manifeſt Jdo 
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To hyit&e Henry the epght. 
latrie, the true ſeruice of God and good oz? 
kes were vnknowẽ, @ to conclude there was a 
| great lykelynes of the heathey relygion as is 
ill yet ſtyll at Rome the true doctrine of penaũ⸗ 
ih ce , of remyſſion of ſpnne whiche cometh by 
lik fayth iy Chꝛiſt of the rpghteouſnes of faithe, 
I of the difference betwene the lawe @ the Soſ⸗ 
| pell, and of the ryght vſe of the ſacramentes 
was viknowey., the keyes of the churche were 
aplied to mayntepne the Popes titannie, ce; 
temonies made by mey were pꝛefetred farre 
befoꝛe ciutle duties. Nnto theſe errours was 
ioyned a lyfe defiled with lecherte by reaſ6 of 
the lawe. and vowe of ſyngle lyfe foꝛbydding 
the wedlocke c marpages of pꝛieſtes. 

Foꝛth of the ſapde darkenes Sod hath rai! 
ſed vp > purged the churche by true doctrine, 
foz we muſte confeſſe that ſo many great and 
veterate errours were not percepued and ſpi; 
þ ed out by mannes dyligence but by the lyght 
} of the Hoſpell, whiche by the gyfte of God 
is ſhewed againe vnto the churche, foꝛ the ho: 
lie Hhofte pꝛopheſied that in the latter dayes 
the godlie ſhall haue moꝛe vehemente ſtrie fes 
with the antichꝛiſtes, and he pꝛopheſied alſo v 
antichꝛiſt beinge beſette aboute with a great 
cõ p 
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Philip Melanctoy - 
edpany of biſhops of hipocrites & of pꝛinces 
ſhulde ſley the godly. That theſe thynges are 
nowe done, the thynge it ſelfe ſheweth foꝛ the 
tirannie of the Biſhoppe of Nome brought 
the errours in partly, partly confirmed the, 
and he nowe defendeth thẽ with all his might 
as the pꝛophete Daniell pꝛopheſied. And we 
teiopſed greatly that your grace was ſepera; 
ted frõ hym, c hoped that the Engliſhe church 
ſhulde floꝛiſhe agayne but truly your biſhop⸗ 
pes are not plucked frõ the romiſhe antichꝛiſt, 
fo: they defende his errours, naughtines and 
Idolatrie, foꝛ the foꝛſayd articles are craft eli 
picked foꝛth by them where as they ſtabliſhe 
mennes traditions and confirme, c appꝛoue 
chiefely, vowes. ſingle lyfe g confeſſion, they 
defende not onely their authozitie, but alſo all 
maner of errouts , as whey they kepe ſtill the 
p:tute maſſes. Thus haue they craftely pꝛoui⸗ 
ded that no redꝛes oz amendement maye be 
inſtituted , their dignities and ritches are in 
ſafitie. The thing it ſelfe ſheweth » the biſhop 
pes haue bꝛought aboute the ſame. who is not 
ſoꝛie thus to ſe the gloꝛie of Chꝛiſte thus op; 
pꝛeſſed, foꝛ as I haue ſaid j matter lieth not 
only in theſe articles. of the whiche mẽtion ie 

made 
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To kynge Henry the elght. 
made in their foꝛſalde decrees: but alſo the of 
ther articles of pute doctrine are al oppꝛeſſed, 
fo if mennes traditions and worſhippinges 
of God after mẽnes Imaginatiòs be nede? 
full, why doth Paule ſo often abhoxre mẽnes 
traditiõs : Foꝛ it is no ſmale faute and ſynne 
to oꝛdeyne Hoddes ſeruice without the com: 
maundement of Bod, oꝛ to defende a main! 
teine ſuche thynges to be the true ſernice of 
F£o0d. This boldneſſe doth God hozribli de⸗ 
teſte, whiche will be knowene and woꝛſhipped 
after his owne woꝛde and oꝛdinaunce he wyll 
in no wiſe haue religions to be Jmagined af! 
ter mẽnes pleaſures . Oꝛ ele all the religions 
of all men were to be allowed and appzoned, 
thou ſhalte not leane vnto thy owne wiſ dome 
ſaithe the Sctipture, fox the father hath ſente 
Lhzifte and hymthe father cõmaundeth to be 
heard & not the hu op inuentions of men, 
whiche do temper and foꝛge religions to their 
owne couetouſnes. 

But as concerninge the pꝛiuie maſſes, xo 
wes, ſingle lpfe, andnumbꝛzing of ſynnes in 
anticuler confeſſioy, as it ts ope nly knowen. 
they are the vntrne ſetuice of Hod oꝛdeined 
by men, fox although the Foꝛdes ſupper were 
oꝛdet 
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oꝛdeyned of the £02de. yet the pꝛyuie maſſes 


are at) vngodly @ leude vſynge of the Cordes 
ſupper, foꝛ in the pꝛyuytie and cannon of the 
maſſe, how moch wycke dnes is there fox they 
ſay that Chꝛiſt is offered and that this wozke 
is a ſacryfice that raunſometh the quicke and 
the dead. Theſe thynges are not oꝛde ned of 
Chyꝛiſt, no they are alwayes agaynſt the Soſ⸗ 
pel © do repugne agaynſt the ſame. foꝛ Lhzift 
wyll not haue hym ſelfe to be offered of the ſas 
cryfier, nether can the wozke it ſelfe, nether of 
the offeret. noꝛ yet of the recepuer by any mea 
nes be a ſacrpfice foꝛ an other for it is a ma⸗ 
nyfeſt Idolatrie a doth oppꝛeſſe the true doc⸗ 
trine of our veltefe and fapth g alſo the ryght 
vſe of the ſacramẽt, for through our belpefe @ 
fayth in Lhzift we are iuſtyfied @ made rygh⸗ 
teous. and not by the worke g offeryng of the 
ſacrpfier,ſepngte alſo that the ſupper was 015 
deyned, to thentent that the myniſter ſhulde 
teache and dy ſtribute it to the other that thep 
which repent myght be admonyſhed verily to 
beleue that p prompſcs of the Hoſpell belõge 
vnto them ſe yng there is here a wytnes ſette 
foꝛth that we are the membꝛes of Lhziſte and 
waſged with his bloude. From this vſe 4. 
| | S 
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is oꝛdeyned in the Goſpell and was obſerued 


iy the Zhurche moꝛe they thie hundꝛeth peres 
after Chriſtes paſſpõ, is it not lawefull to de; 
parte, foꝛ ttulp it is a great vngodlynes to 
chaunge the oꝛd ynaũce of God iy other vſes 
then was inſtytuted by hym accoꝛdynge as it 
is ſpec yfied in the ſecond of the ten cõmaũde⸗ 
mẽtes. wherfoꝛe ſeynge that the pꝛiuy maſſes 
by offeryng of ſacryfices and applpcation, @ 
to conclude by many other wapes are moſte 
fargone from the inſtytutioy and oꝛdynaüce 
of Chuſte they ought not to be kept but to be 
done awape foꝛ Paule ſayth flye pe from ido; 
latrie @ foꝛſoth there ate manifold Jdolatries 
in the pꝛyuie maſſes. whiche is no merueyle 3 
the byſhops of Rome defende the ſame fo; iy 
the latter dayes , ſapeth the Scripture there 
ſhall moſte great idolatrie reygne in the place 
of the churche as Chꝛiſte doth ſhewe ſaynge, 
whe ye ſhall ſe the abomynation of deſolatis, 
which is ſpoken by Banyell the pꝛophete ſtd; 
dynge in the holpe place, he that readeth lette 
hym vnder ſtande it. and in the. xi. Chapter he 
ſayeth, he ſhall woꝛſhyp the God Maoſyn ty 


his place. the God which his fathers knewe 


not, ſhal he woꝛſhyp with Golde and ſeluer @ 
pꝛe 


1 X 
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To kynge Henry theepght. 
pꝛecyous ſtones, both theſe places ſpeake of 


pꝛyuie maſſes. This maner of wozſhipppng, 


this abuſynge of the Haeramente doth God 
greatly abhoꝛre. Howe many open and mani: 
feſt wyckednes g crymes are founde in this 
cetemonye and ryte . It is applyed to lucre > 
gaynes. The wycked and the vnwoꝛthy are 
compelled to recepue it, wyll they oꝛ wyll they 
not. They applye it alſo foꝛ the quicke and þ 
dead. They pꝛomiſe to ſome à foꝛtunate via: 
ge , one thynge to one, and to an other, an 04 
ther thynge. But all other thynges ought no 
leſſe to be repꝛoued, which the ignorante peo⸗ 
ple do not ſo well ſe. Foz the wozſhyppynge 
of god c his ſeruice ought not to be oꝛdeyned 
after mennes pleaſures and Jmagynations, 
but accoꝛdynge to his godly oꝛdynaunce and 
commaunde ment. Nowe where as men make 
a ſacryfice of this woꝛke and / offerynge they 
Image 7 thynke that pꝛynie maſſes oughte 
to be done and kept as though od wolde be 
woꝛſhypped after that ryte and maner. And 
we ſe that the maſſes are boughte @ ſolde foꝛ 
golde and ſyluer. and not without great coſte 
and apparell, « that the Sacramet is boꝛne 
andcaryed abont to be wozſhypped in golde 
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and ſpluer, where as the Jacrament was not 
oꝛdepned to this entent wherſoꝛe ſeynge the 
cdmaunde ment of Sod cõmaundeth to flye 


Idolatrie, the pꝛyuie maſſes outht not to be 


kepte ſeyncze alſo as it is manyfeſt that there 
was none in the fyꝛſte a pꝛpymatiue churche. 
And therfoꝛe J do metue ye why that the y 
ſay that y pꝛiup maſſes are nedeful to be kept 


wanted the churche thꝛe hundꝛeth peres after 


the Apoſtles auy one tipnge nedefull in the 
Chutche of Sod what can be mere folyſhly 
oꝛ wyckedly ſpoken. 

we ſe nowe that pꝛyuie maſſes he defẽded 
with moſte grtat indeuoure whiche thynge is 
done of ſome bycauſe they ſeate the £oſſe of 
theyꝛ lucre,of other bycauſe they pleaſe the ap 
petyte of the common people whiche with ay 
cripll wyll as they thynke ſuffereth this healpe 
to be taken from the moꝛe the any true cauſe 
why but yet there is a playne and true cauſe 
why that they ouczht to be put awaye, fyꝛſt the 
applyinge of tue maſſe is vndoubtedly wpe/ 
ked and vngodiye . for the ſactyfier doth not 
metyte and deſetut atace for at other ſeynge 
that euer ye one is made tychtcous and iuſti: 
ſie dby his owne fayth · Neither wyl god haue 
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To kyncze Henry the eyght. 
any man to truſt in any maner of ceremonie: 
but onely in Chiſtes benyfite. And verely the 
appliynce of it foꝛ the dead ie full of errours. 
Nowe here are Sophiſmes mag yned a ſay, 
ned all in vapne for to excuſe the applycatiõ 
of the pꝛyuie maſſes. Foꝛ they ſzye none of al 
the people iudgeth otherwyſe but the wouic of 
the ſacrifiet pꝛofyteth the whole church foꝛ the 
pryme cannoy of the majſe (ſaye they) doth) 
pioſeſſe the ſame thynges , they do planely 
mocke with woꝛdes and ther be in dede ſome 
craftpe marchauntes whiche den ye that they 
applye the maſſes ſeing that they knows that 
the errour of the people is alt readie pnonghe 
ſtabliſhed @ cõfyꝛmed by the yr dede althouchh 
they thynke otherwyſe them ſelucs, and what 
is he that ſhuld otherwpſe thynke bat that fav; 
nynge and dyſimulat oh onght to be far fro 
the godly rytes and ceremonies. Let ve ther; 
foze vſe them as the ſcripture doth teache and 
as the maner and vſe was at the fyꝛſt churche 
certayne hijdꝛeth yeres. why hath the boldnes 
of mer) gone from the olde maner a vſe 2 why 
is the ſaute of other men now defẽded whiche 
haue chaũged the 0:dpnalice of £ hiſte Nowe 
although any man wolde fayne x he applyeth 
E. iti. not 
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Phylip M elanctoy. 
not the pꝛynie maſſes: yet doth he the ceremo: 
nie ſo aparte that he thynketh this obſeruyng 
to be the true ſeruyce and woꝛſhyppynge that 
Hod requpꝛeth, the whiche is to be impꝛoued 
ſeinge that Sod wyll not be woꝛſhipped (as 
ſayed is) after mẽnes affectyõe and pleaſure, 
hut àccoꝛd ns to his godly oꝛdynaunce. wher 
ſoꝛe J beſeche pour grace for 5 gloꝛie of chif? 
tee ſake , that pe wyll not defede the artycle of 
the decree cõcernynge the pꝛyuie maſſes , but 
to ſuffre it to be had in moꝛe dyligent delybe⸗ 
ration of the go dly and learned mey . Durs 
haue a ſtable c opey wytnes of p fyꝛſt church, 
whiche J feare not to lay agaynſt all the after 
comers which haue defyled the iudgement of 
the olde doctryne with many erronts. The o⸗ 
ther erroure nede no longe dpſputattoy . For 
wycked vowes fayned and impoſſible oughte 
got to be kepte. There is no doubte but this is 
the petſuaſpon of vowee that theſe woꝛkes 027 
deyned & inſtituted by men are the true ſerui: 
ce of god, fo: ſo thynke they alſo that ſpeake 
moſte gently. Other adde mo errours whiche 
is that theſe wozkes are perfectyõ @ deſerue e: 
neclaſipnge lyfe. And all theſe oppynions do 
the godly letters repꝛous . oz Chꝛiſte ſapth 
they 
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To kynge Henry the eycht. 
they woꝛſhyppe me in vayne with the cõmaũ⸗ 
dementes of man. And Paule ſayth theſe ve/ 
ty obſetuatyons are the doctrine of the deuyll 
bycauſe they gyue vnto mennes fradptionse, 
a falſe honoute that they be the true ſeruice of 
God they darkey the fayeth and the rpghtc 
woꝛſhippynge of god. And to the Colloſſide 
he ſapth let no may dece yue por with fapned 
holines. And why ( ſaieth he) make ye decreee? 
Therfoꝛe theſe vowes of mennes traditione, 
ate in very dede a wycked ſetuice of God. be⸗ 


ſyde many otheꝛ fautes whiche come hereby 


Foꝛ the whole kynde of monckes with howe 
moche ſuperſtition lyue they in pꝛaieng to 
ſaintes iy ſundꝛie maner of clothynge, choiſe 
and differẽce of meates, ſuperſtitious pꝛaiere 
without meaſure, many other abuſions of 7 
whiche euerie one is a cauſe ſufficient that the 
vowes are valureles. And alſo ſe inge that the 
moſte parte of them be moued to this kynde 
of lyuinge for great chere aud eaſy fedinge of 


their bealies vnder the pꝛetence and colour of 


religion. 
Futthermoze as concernynge the vowe of 
ſyngle lyfe, it is not poſſyble fo all mey , as 


ſaieth Chꝛiſt hym ſelfe, not all mẽ receiue thie 
' 
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worde. And all ſuche vowes muſt be broken, 
as maye not be perfourmed without ſynne. 
but t ſe thynges are ſuſficiently expounded 
ih ay other place hy va, and'foꝛſoth J do mer: 
nelle ctreatly vᷣ the vowe of pꝛieſtes is ſtteight 
iar put forth i iy the Engliſge decree, they the 
vowe of monkes ſei: 1 the cannoh lawes the 
ſekꝛes wpil onely g in ſo farte, a puieſte to be 
obligzed to ſingle lyft pf he remaine in the mi: 
niſtcatlon a office of his pꝛeeſthode. And ve/ 
reip ') ſhoke for feare reading this article, fos 
if fozbiddeth Matrimonie 0 breuketh the maß 
riage beige already made. And wien WED ad; 
deth ele paine of deatg #03 those CY pie tee that 
wy ll not parte frs ther wines, And although 
in fone ee yp todlp he Rille for theit wed? 
lock they beinge pꝛieſtes , per hath no may 
hitgerte bene ſo bolde to putte ſuche law: s iy 
iy ting. foꝛ many dyd perceiue tgat al whole 
minded and moderate me wolde abhoure this 
crueitie. c thetfoꝛe they feared the iudgement 
of ihe after comers. who wolde beleue that in 
the churche lin the whiche ther oughte to be a 
principal mekenes towarde the godly)there 
couide remaine ſo great a crueltie y the paine 
of death ſhulde be oꝛde ned againſt the oy 

Ob 


To kynge Henry the eyght. 
fo: mariage ſake. Nowe J thynke that they 
wyll ſaye that they bꝛeake the yꝛ vowe . Onto 
wem IJ anſwere. Fpꝛſte this vowe is valure⸗ 
les (as is ſayd befoꝛe)bycauſe it is falſe ſeruy⸗ 
ce and woꝛſhyppynge of Sod , « is therwith 
limpoſſyble to be kept. Oeſydes that in eaſe it 
were of valure , it oblyge th and byndeth them 
not that leaue and ceaſſe of any ſurther mynt 
ſtratiõ of the offyce of pꝛieſthode, in caſe after 
that they marp wyues. And to conclude yf ; 
Byſhops wolde pꝛouyde remedy for ſaftie of 
conſcyences., they ſhulde herafter conſectate 
pꝛeeſtes without any vowe.ſo that they maye 
remayne ii the mynyſteringe and offyce of 
pꝛeeſthode, although afterwarde they maryed 
wyues , as it is manyfeſt by the olde cannon 
lawes that ſometyme there was manie ſacred 
pꝛeeſtes without any vowe of ſyngle lyfe, the 
whiche although they after warde maryed wy 
nes, yet not the le ſſe they remayned ſtyll in ỹ 
myniſterynge and offyce of theyꝛ pꝛieſthode, 
a 6 wytneſſeth p chapiter. C. Diaconi.diſtict. 
C. xxviu. Nowe vercly I doubte what J ſhall 
ſaye 02 complayne vpouj. Foꝛ as concernyng 
this article J may not excuſe theyꝛ ignoꝛaũce 
ſeyng that they knowe the cõmaunde ment of 
Df. gd 


Phplip Melanctoy⸗ 
od where as Paule ſayth bycauſe of foꝛni 
cation lette euery man haue his owne wyfe. 
And euerp man ſeeth what the lyfe of ſyngle 
inp is. The complayntes of the good men 
are knowen, and the bandꝛie of the euyll men 
is manifeſt. But hapetly the byſhops in this 
matter do allowe Epicureus opyniõ that they 
iudge that Sod is not offEded with baudzy, 
Of which yf they thynke. thẽ plead we an hard 
eauſe befoꝛe ſuche Judges. J do knowe that 
ſyngle lyfe is moꝛe mete foꝛ the kepyng of the 
pompe of byſhoppes @ of cathedꝛall churches, 
and to pꝛeſerue they; rytches, the is wedlocke. 
And this I thynke to be the cauſe why » thep 
ſo greatly abhoꝛre 5 wedlocke of pꝛeeſtes, but 
D myſerable churche yf that thy lawes be cõ⸗ 
pelled not to ſerue the truth noꝛ vnto the wyll 
of god, but vnto the wrong full pꝛofites, plea⸗ 
ſures, cõmodyties of me, fo; truely they do 
erte that thynke that they maye make lawes a⸗ 
gaynſte the commaundementof Bod and $ 


lawe of nature ſo they be pꝛofitable foz pꝛeſer 


uation of pꝛofites and rytches. | 

And vereiy J am ſozie from my hertte fox 
pour graces ſake( moſte famous did excellẽt 
kynge ) and alſo for the Churche foz Chꝛiſtes 


ſake 
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To kynge Henry the eyght. 
ſotze. re ſhewe forth that ye impꝛoue and abo: 
ue tie tyꝛannie of the byſhoppe of Nome @ 
re tuely call hym Antichꝛiſt, but iy p meane 
ene in à manet ye defende his Lawes which 
te euen the ſrnnowes of his power. As pꝛy! 
uie maſſes, ſingle lyfe, al other ſuperſtitiõs. 
yea pe threaten moſte cruell payne ⁊ punpſh/ 
ment vnto good men ( thoſe that be very mẽ⸗ 
b:es of Chꝛiſt for beinge agaynſt the ſame. ye 
aboliſge the very truth of the Goſpell begyn⸗ 
nyng to ſhine in your church. This is not to 
take 2wape Antichꝛiſte but to confyꝛme and 
flallyſhe hym , Þ beſeche pour grace foz oure 
£0:de Jeſus Chxiſtee ſake that ye defyle not 
pour conſciẽce with the defence of theſe your 
articles whiche the byſhoppes haue made of 


pꝛyuie maſſes, of vowes of confeſſio!) and of 


the foꝛbiddyng @ abuſyng of the whole vſe of 
the Sactamẽt. For it is no ſmal vice c ſynne 
to ſtabliſhe and appꝛoue Jdolattie, etroure. 
crueltie, and baudzie. If the Nomiſhe byſyop 
ſhulde holde a councell nowe inſtanilie, what 
other chiefe articles @ decrees wolde he thuſt 
abꝛode ty z wozlde but theſe vetie ſame which 
pour byſhoppes reherſe c haue made all jedre? 


D. ii. the 


nowe I beſeche pour grace the wyles of 


Phylip Meſancton. 
the deuyll whiche is wonte chyefely to aſſaut 
and tempt the chieft rulers and gouerners. 
ſeynge that he is the enemye of Chiiſte , and 
from the begynnynge of the woꝛlde he goeth 
pꝛieppally aboute with all wylyneſſe, doynge 
chat in hym lyeth to raple agaynſt Chile. by 
ſpꝛeadynge abꝛode of wycked and vngodly o⸗ 
pynions. and ſtearynge vpof Idolattie, and 
beſyde that, d mankynde may be defpled with 
wiong full ſiaughters and baudue:vneo theſe 
thynges he abuſeth the wyttes and ingynnes 
of ö hipocrites a the ſtrengthes of p mpetity, 
as the ſtoꝛ pes of all tyres do ſhew that great 
Emperours and PDꝛynces were often crucli a 
gaynſte the Zhurche , pet not the leſſe, ſome 
Pꝛypnces dyd Sod plucke from that hoſte of 
Spaͤntes vnto his church, e wolde haue them 
do knom the true docttyne g ſeruyce of God. 
As Abꝛaham taught by A meleche @ Foſphe 
the kynges of Hegipt, and afterwarde BDauid 
Jolaphath, Ezechtas, were excellent in godli: 
nefſe. Daniell moned the kynges of Caldee @ 
Petſey to the knowledge of the truthe. 

And eenglande bꝛought forth a godly pꝛince 
to the weride named Conſtant pne in this cõ⸗ 
pany I wolde rather wyſhe your grace for to 
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; To kynge Henry the eygtht« 

be. thẽ amonge the enemies of Chriſte whiche 
are defyled with Jdolatrie a ſuperſtition and 
ſpꝛincled with the bloude of p godly. Df whõ 
Sod wyll take punyſhement as many lyke 
examples of the ſcripture do ſhewe g declare. 
Agayne therfoꝛe J pꝛay pou(foꝛ our loꝛde 
Jeſus Chꝛiſtes ſake) d pour grace wyl ſwage 
and amende the byſhoppes decrees, and there 
thoꝛowe ſerue the gloꝛie of Chriſte and take 
hede to your owne ſaluatis @ wealth of pour 
church. your grace alſo moued with the hertie 
petpcions and deſpies of many godiy mey vp 
whole wozlde thoꝛowe which pꝛay and deſyꝛe 
that ſome Rynges may applie theyꝛ authoꝛy⸗ 
ties to the true redꝛeſſe and amendemẽt of the 
churche and to fake z waye all vngodly c wyc⸗ 
ked ſeruice and woꝛſhyppyng of Soda that 
they mape ſet abꝛode the Soſpell of Chuſte. 
Behelde alſo thoſe godly me wgiche are pry; 
ſoned for the Goſpell ſake, ſe pngze thep are v 
true membꝛes of Chꝛiſte , for doubtles pf the 
decree of the byſhoppes be not chailged: they 
crueltie wyll flowe abꝛode iy your Churche 
without ende. Foz thoſe hath Þ deuyll as my: 
niftcrs of his fury. a woodnes agaynſt chꝛiſt. 
And the ſteared he vp to teare @re6 Chꝛiſtes 
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ſeke your grace that ye pꝛefet not the wycked 
and cruell ſentences, c ſophyſticall canellatts 
of theſe your byſhoppes befoꝛe oure true and 
moſte ryghteous de ſyꝛe, the whiche thynge yf 
they optayne of your grace, god wyl without 
doubt redze vnto you great reward; foꝛ your 
godlynes and your vertue ſhall be pꝛayſed by 
the wꝛytynge of letters and voyce of all godly 
mey. foꝛ Sod wyll iudge them well. And the 
remẽbꝛaũce of ſo great thynges wyl remayne 
vnto $ after comers as longe as letters ipne. 
And ſeynge that we ſerne the gloꝛie of chꝛiſt 
and that oute churches are Chꝛiſtes churches 
there ſhall nothyng want that can defẽde this 
godly cauſe , c that can furnyſhe the well de: 
ſeruets therof with theyꝛ dewe pꝛayſe @ dyſ⸗ 
pꝛayſe of crueltie. Chꝛiſte goeth aboute hun⸗ 
grie, thyꝛſtie, pꝛyſoned @ naked. cõplaynynge 
of the wood nes of the Gyſhoppes and of the 
moſte wꝛongful crueltie of Nynges @ Pꝛyn⸗ 
ces deſpꝛynge that the mẽbꝛes of his body be 
not rent and toꝛne but that the true Churche 
be defended. and the Soſpell to floꝛyſhe and 
to know hym . rece yue hym. and noꝛyſhe hym. 
it is both the dnetie of a godly Rynge , and 
woſte 


| To kynge Henry the epght:; 

moſte acceptable ſetupce to God. Thus fare 
| ye well at wyttenberge the laſte dape of 

1 June. Anno. D XE. 
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C Punted at weeſell. 154 7. 
the. 18. of: ape. 


